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Welcome to the  2003 Tobacco Control in the 21st Century course. As in previous years, 
those of you undertaking the MPH degree will be joined in this course by participants 
from outside the University. This year we have students from New South Wales health, 
the federal Department of Health, and from New Zealand. A warm welcome to 
everybody. 
 
The course has its own website which can be found at 
http://www.health.usyd.edu.au/tob21c/.  This site has 20 multi linked modules covering 
different topics in tobacco control which will be useful to you in preparation of your 
assignments.  
 
Also see http://tobacco.health.usyd.edu.au/ (surf around in Resources, Links and News) 
There is an abundance of web-based material available to assist you. 
 
 
In addition, all PowerPoint presentations made throughout the course can be found at 
http://tobacco.health.usyd.edu.au/share/Tobacco21C_2003/ 
 
The timetable is on the next page, together with details of the assignment for MPH 
students only. 
 

 



 
 
Time Day 1 Friday  15 Aug Day 2 Sat 16 Aug Day 3 Sun 17 Aug Day 4 Mon  18 Aug
9.00-10.30 Introductions 

History of tobacco use 
& control SC 
 

Harm reduction 
through product 
modification - RB 
 

Tobacco control film 
festival 

The tobacco industry  
& litigation

10.30-45 Morning break Morning break Tobacco control film 
festival 

Morning break

10.45-
11.30 

Burden of illness from 
active smoking SC 

Public information 
campaigns  & the 
National Tobacco 
Strategy  - RB 

Tobacco control film 
festival 

The WHO’s Framework 
Convention on 
Tobacco Control 

11.30-
12.30 

Secondhand smoke - 
SC 

Prevention: Schools 
and preventing sales to 
minors -RB 

Tobacco control film 
festival 

Advocacy in tobacco 
control (case studies) 
SC

12.30-1.30 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
1.30-3.00 Secondhand smoke – 

strategies for control - 
SC 

Tobacco advertising & 
promotion:  SC 
 

Economic issues in 
tobacco control (tax, 
trade) – SC 

Advocacy in tobacco 
control (continued)
SC 

3.00-3.15 Afternoon break Afternoon break Afternoon break Afternoon break
3.15-5.00 Measuring tobacco 

use, uptake & 
cessation & 
International trends in 
tobacco consumption - 
RB 

Promoting smoking 
cessation – RB 
 

Information technology 
in tobacco control + 
Using tobacco industry 
documents 
(demonstration & 
exercises)- SC 

Ethical issues in 
tobacco control 

 
SC= Simon Chapman, professor, Public Health, Uni. Sydney 
RB= Ron Borland, director, VicHealth Centre for Tobacco Control 
MA= Mary Assunta, Public Health, Uni Sydney 



TOBACCO CONTROL ASSESSMENT (for MPH students only) 
 
Dear student:  
 
You are enrolled in the double unit Tobacco Control in the Twenty First Century course 
(15-18 August 2003 inclusive). As it is a double unit, it must be have an assessment that 
reflects the expected workload for such a unit. Accordingly, you will be required to 
prepare two essays of no less than 3000 words (2 x 1500).  
 
This should be handed in by 5pm on Monday 29 September. Any early submissions 
will be very appreciated (although not given bonus marks!) 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Chapman 
 
 
******** 
 
Tobacco control invites many debates about ethical issues concerning governmental, 
corporate, community and individual behavior. One of the modules during the course will 
consider some of these issues.  
 
For your assignment, consider the following scenarios and the proponent and opponent 
positions, together with the recommended readings. Select two and write at least 3000 words 
(ie: in total for the two you select) addressing the following issues for each of the two 
problems: 
 
1. What ethical principles or issues are at stake in the scenario? Summarise these, and  
2. Select and then argue for either the  proponent or opponent position, as stated in each 

scenario 
3. Please ensure that you write the question which you are answering at the top of each 

of your papers. I do not want to have to guess which question you are addressing.  
4. Recognising that you would have to defend your position in public against those 

opposing it, outline a strategic advocacy plan that you believe would be likely to 
maximise the likelihood of your position being widely supported, particularly by 
decision-makers like politicians. 
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